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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management 

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Alternative Examinations for Primary Schools - 2015 

 

Level 4                                                      ENGLISH                                     MARKING SCHEME 

(Reading Comprehension, Language, and Writing) 

 

A.  Reading Comprehension 1                                                                 (10 marks) 

1.  Tick () to show the correct answer.                        (2 x 1 mark = 2 marks) 

a)  ii)  They eat other animals.  

b)  iv)  They begin with a plant.  

 

2.  Tick () to show whether each sentence is True or False.             (6 x ½ mark = 3 marks) 

 True False 

a)   

b)   

c)   

d)   

e)   

f)   

 

3.  Answer the following questions:                                           (4 marks) 

Award marks for comprehension. 

No marks are to be deducted for punctuation, spelling and tense mistakes in questions  

a) to d). Deduct ½ mark for every incomplete answer and incorrect syntax.                        

(Not more than ½ mark per sentence is to be deducted). 

a)  i) and ii) Accept names of animals that are meat eaters. 

 Examples:  eagle/s    /    crocodile/s    /    snake/s    /    lion/s        (2 x ½ mark = 1 mark) 

b)  (It is) a plant eater.                                                                                              (1 mark) 

c)  It grows bigger.                                                                                                   (1 mark) 

d)  (It eats) a snake / meat / other animals.                            (1 mark) 
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4.       Do not allot the mark, if more than two words have a circle drawn around them. 

                                    (2 x ½ mark = 1 mark) 

  

   sunlight      water  

   

A.  Reading Comprehension 2 

1.  Tick () to show the correct answer.                                                   (2 x 1 mark = 2 marks) 

a)  iii)  He was building a sandcastle.  

b)  ii)  He saw a pirate ship.  

 

2.  Tick () to show whether each sentence is True or False.             (6 x ½ mark = 3 marks) 

 

 

3.  Answer the following questions:                  (5 marks) 

Award marks for comprehension. 

No marks are to be deducted for punctuation, spelling and tense mistakes in questions   

a) to e). Deduct ½ mark for every incomplete answer and incorrect syntax.                 

(Not more than ½ mark per sentence is to be deducted). 

a)   It had skull and crossbones (on it).                            (1 mark) 

b)    i)  No, (he didn’t).    

      ii)  He / Dad was busy (setting up the umbrella).                    (2 x ½ mark = 1 mark) 

c)   He kept an eye on them. / He was looking at them.                (1 mark) 

d)    i)   He climbed out of the boat. 

       ii)  He walked around the / Jeremy’s sandcastle.    (2 x ½ mark = 1 mark) 

e)  They thought that he was a good digger / good at digging.               (1 mark) 

 

 

 True False 

a)   

b)   

c)   

d)   

e)   

f)   
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B.  Language                          (20 marks) 

B.1.  Use the words in the box below to describe Captain Bow.            (10 x ½ mark = 5 marks) 

Deduct 1 mark overall for any spelling mistakes. 

Captain Bow is a short man with curly / long hair and a round nose. He has a long / curly beard 

and a black patch on his eye. His wooden leg clicks as he walks and his noisy parrot squawks all 

the time. One of his hands is a silver / sharp hook that he uses to open cans of warm pea soup. In 

his other hand he holds a sharp / silver sword that he keeps for good luck. Captain Bow is a 

friendly man. 

 

 B.2.  Underline the correct word to find out how Jeremy found the treasure.  

                                                                                                                        (6 x ½ mark = 3 marks) 

Do not allot the mark if more than one option is underlined. 

a)  Jeremy went (over, inside, by) the lake and (past, along, between) the tall palm tree. 

b)  He walked (over, above, through) the mountain and ran (at, on, to) the wood. 

c)  Finally, Jeremy walked (across, under, past) a bridge and found the chest of gold buried  

     (above, under, over) the ground. 

 

B.3.  Write sentences about the twins using and or but.                      (4 x 3 marks = 12 marks) 

Deduct ½ mark per sentence for any spelling, or grammatical mistakes. (Not more than ½ 

mark per sentence is to be deducted). 

c)  Sam and Betty like to sleep in a cot.        

d)  Sam likes to chew shoes but Betty likes to play fetch.  

e)  Sam likes to drink milk but Betty likes to drink water.  

f)  Sam and Betty like to have a bath.  

 

C.  Writing                               (20 marks) 

C.1.  Invite a friend to a short camping trip.                        (4 marks) 

Deduct 1 mark overall for spelling mistakes.  

Award marks for suitable* answers. 

* The writing has to be relevant to the context.  

 

C.2.  Tommy has a new pet. He talks to his teacher about it.                                     (6 marks) 

Deduct ½ mark overall for any spelling mistakes.    

Deduct 1 mark overall for punctuation mistakes. 

Award marks for suitable* and grammatically correct answers. 

* The writing has to be relevant to the questions and context of dialogue.  
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C.3.  Composition                             (10 marks) 

In not less than 50 words write a short story or some sentences about this picture. 

The mark is to be an impression mark to check the student’s ability to write correct sentence 

structures and a choice and range of vocabulary. The writing should have correct spelling, 

punctuation and an orderly presentation. 
 

V
E

R
Y

 

G
O

O
D

 

 

Planning is detailed and relevant. The writing shows the development of the theme. Detail and 

sequence are managed well. Ideas are organised appropriately and used effectively. The writing 

presents confident sentence structures, choice and range of vocabulary, style and skill in 

communicating. Accurate writing places the creative writing high up on the band. 

S
A

T
IS

F
A

C
T

O
R

Y
  

Planning has some details and most of the details are relevant. The writing shows competence in the use 

of language to communicate. The writing is coherent with ideas or events logically related. The 

approach used might not be that exciting or original. Most sentences are correctly demarcated showing 

an understanding of sentence structures and fairly valid punctuation usage. There are mistakes, perhaps 

occasional gross ones, but not so many as to affect comprehension, or create incoherence. 

 

P
O

O
R

 

 

Planning has very few details and most of the details are irrelevant. The writing shows some awareness 

of the basic knowledge of creative writing, but it contains parts that show a significant inability to 

communicate immediately with the reader. Capital letters and full stops sometimes demarcate the ideas 

and sentences, but there are too many mistakes in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation and idiom, 

making communication nearly or almost impossible. 
 

While correcting follow the following procedure: 

(i) On a rough sheet list strengths and weaknesses along these lines: 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

presentation / logical sequence 

sentence structure 

punctuation, spelling 

some obscurity 

 

(ii) In the light of your assessment of work as a whole, and taking into account: 

 

a) content, b) expression, c) accuracy, 

 

place the writing in one of the three main bands on the grid below; then using your rough strengths / 

weaknesses list, place the writing in the appropriate sub-band on the band chosen. 

 

This should give a fairly standardised mark for the compositions. 

 

VERY GOOD Competent 10 9 8 

SATISFACTORY Pass 7 6 5 

POOR Weak 4 3 2-1* 

 

*Award 1 mark if the student conveys meaning only by drawing. 

 

Writing which is “Out of point” or “Obviously memorised” should be penalised by starting at 5 

marks respectively. Assessment is then at the marker’s discretion. 


